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SENT ELECTRONICALLY
8 March 2021
Dear Members of Congress,

As you begin your term, we write to thank you for your vital service to this country as esteemed Members
of the 117t Congress. We do so enthusiastically on behalf of our creative communities, represented here
by the hundreds of prominent signatories to this letter.

CreativeFuture is a coalition that includes more than 560 companies and organizations and more than
260,000 individuals, many of whom make their living in film, television, music, publishing, photography,
and other core copyright industries.

The signers of this letter (which include the entire membership of our Leadership Committee), come from
across the creative industries, from coast to coast and around the world. Many of us are Academy Award®,
Emmy®, and Golden Globe® nominees and winners. We are film producers; crew, craftsman, and
leadership from the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees; television producers; and actors
and leaders from the Screen Actors Guild - American Federation of Television and Radio Arts. We are
directors and leaders from the Directors Guild of America, writers, singers and songwriters,
photographers, and more.

Our nation’s creative economy, the world’s best, is under siege by digital piracy. These
technologies facilitate the unauthorized duplication and distribution of our valuable creative works —
among them, our country’s major internet platforms that aid and abet illegal enterprises around the
world.

Copyright is a critical component of our nation’s commitment to free expression, creativity, and
innovation. We look forward to working with your office to discuss the priorities of the creative
communities and your vital role in protecting the livelihoods of the millions of Americans who depend
upon a strong copyright framework.

America’s creative industries are a significant economic driver, contributing more than $1.5 trillion to GDP
and employing 5.7 million Americans. The core copyright industries are one of our nation’s leading
exports, outpacing other major industries like aerospace, agriculture, and pharmaceuticals, according to
the International Intellectual Property Alliance. When consumers in other countries enjoy American-
made creative products, job creation and economic growth occur here.

The scourge of digital piracy facing the creative economy is exacerbated by an outdated legal framework
—adopted in the infancy of the internet — that has failed to provide meaningful protection against pirates
and their enablers, who profit from illicit use of our work to the tune of billions of dollars.

A recent study commissioned by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce estimates that global online video piracy
costs the U.S. economy at least $29.2 billion in lost revenue each year. This is a staggering loss for the
creative industries, made all the worse today by the financial impact of COVID-19.
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Strong and effective copyright is not partisan. It benefits our entire country. Whether you are a Democrat
or Republican, liberal or conservative or libertarian, our nation’s creatives and our creative economy ask
for and deserve your support.

The signers of this letter affirm that:

e We proudly assert that copyright promotes and protects free speech — protecting copyright
against piracy does not undermine free speech.

e We embrace the internet as a powerful democratizing force for creative industries, individuals,
and the world at large.

e We demand that major internet platforms (in particular, Google and Facebook), who are rightly
under scrutiny for their lack of accountability, must assume greater responsibility for illegal
content distributed on their networks that damages our members’ ability to make a living. If they
do not do more, we urge Congress to act.

e We ask those platforms that offer content protection tools to make them available to all creative
people seeking to curb piracy of their work online, and use clear, public, transparent standards in
granting access.

e We embrace a strong copyright system at home and abroad that rewards creativity and promotes
a healthy creative economy.

e Copyright must be protected around the world through strong commitments from trading
partners in our country’s many free trade agreements.

e We do not support the export of current internet “safe harbors” in American law into U.S. trade
agreements, as these safe harbors are under serious scrutiny here at home.

As you embrace your duties in the 117t Congress, we ask that you help to ensure these goals can be met
in U.S. law and policy.

We welcome your thoughts and comments at any time and look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,
A
Ruth Vitale

CEO, CreativeFuture
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