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SENT ELECTRONICALLY 
 
22 February 2020 
 
 
 
President Joseph R. Biden Jr. 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
We write today to warmly congratulate you and Vice President Harris as you take office. Our community 
welcomes your families to Washington, D.C. during a time of significant upheaval in our country.  
 
Mr. President, we wrote to you in October to share our concerns about the impact of the pandemic on 
our creative communities. You have a long and admirable history of protecting the rights of creative 
people. Our communities are deeply grateful to you for your commitment to protecting copyright, and 
we look forward to working with your transition team and Administration. 
 
As a reminder, CreativeFuture is a coalition that includes more than 560 companies and organizations and 
more than 275,000 individuals, many of whom make their living in film, television, music, publishing, 
photography, and other core copyright industries.  
 
The signers of this letter (which include the entire membership of our Leadership Committee), come from 
across the creative industries, from coast to coast. Many of us are Academy Award®, Emmy®, and Golden 
Globe® nominees and winners. We are film producers; crew, craftsman, and leadership from the 
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees; television producers; and actors and leaders from 
the Screen Actors Guild - American Federation of Television and Radio Arts. We are directors and leaders 
from the Directors Guild of America, writers, singers and songwriters, photographers, and more. We 
welcome you as our President. 
 
As you well know from your years in the Senate and as Vice President, not everyone in Washington is a 
supporter of copyright. The creative community has often been on the losing end of the battle to improve 
copyright protections. While hardworking creatives have been harmed, the largest and most powerful 
internet platforms in America have profited immensely, as have commercial pirates from around the 
globe. Pirated versions of our work – our music, television shows, photography, books, and films – has 
fueled the rise of search and social media platforms, while compensation to creatives has been minimal 
or non-existent. 
 
As you are no doubt aware, the core copyright industries are an important driver of the American 
economy, employing 5.7 million Americans and contributing more than $1.3 trillion to the Gross Domestic 
Product – more than aerospace, agriculture, or pharmaceuticals. Importantly, small businesses comprise 
a very large portion of the creative economy in film and television – specifically, 87% of our businesses 
have fewer than 10 employees.  

http://www.creativefuture.org/
https://creativefuture.org/who-we-are/leadership-committee/
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2020 was particularly cruel to the creative industries. The pandemic largely shuttered film and television 
production for much of the year. It closed live music venues, from stadiums to local clubs, and has forced 
stores that sell our books, video games, and other creative products to close their doors.  
 
To make matters worse, the pandemic led to a rapid increase in digital piracy, as criminal enterprises 
capitalized on the fact that so many Americans were forced to remain at home. Even before COVID-19, 
digital video piracy cost the U.S. economy at least $29.2 billion every year, and possibly as much as $71 
billion, according to a U.S. Chamber of Commerce study. At a time when many are still unable to work, 
piracy is cutting into the already reduced legitimate revenue streams from our creations, exacerbating 
our economic challenges. 
 
There is critical work to be done, both in Congress and in the Executive Branch, to ensure that copyright 
law works better to promote American creativity. We must ensure that the internet, which can be a great 
tool for creativity, cannot serve as a weapon to harm creatives on a massive scale.  
 
We hope that your Administration will support ongoing efforts to ensure that the biggest internet 
platforms – companies such as Facebook and Google – have greater accountability for addressing the 
unlawful conduct occurring across their worldwide services. We know that you are personally aware of 
how these platforms can be misused and how they dodge accountability – all while making immense 
profits. 
 
Vice President Harris is deeply familiar with technology issues and has supported measures to hold the 
platforms to account in the past (e.g., with the passage of FOSTA/SESTA). As the former Attorney General 
of California, Ms. Harris knows that Southern California is home to the best of American creativity – 
creativity that inspires the world. As such, she is uniquely positioned to bring Hollywood and Silicon Valley 
together to achieve voluntary solutions that benefit creatives and internet innovators alike. 
 
We hope that as our President, your team will build upon your ongoing commitment to strong copyright 
protection as a bedrock element of American domestic and foreign policy and will help us to combat 
commercial piracy in the United States and around the globe. 
 
We, the undersigned, look forward to working with you and the Vice President to rebuild our shattered 
communities, restore creative jobs, and maintain America’s role both as the global leader in the creative 
arts and a global champion for free expression and intellectual property rights. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Ruth Vitale 
CEO, CreativeFuture 
 
 

http://www.creativefuture.org/
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Bruce Cohen 

Dara Cohen 
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Charlie Corwin 

Julie Costanzo 

Cindy Cowan 

Pierce Cravens 

Richard Crowe 

Patrick Crowley 
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Caitlin Dahl 
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Mark Damon 

Mirza Davitaia 
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Jonathan Deckter 

Donald De Line 

Reinhard Denke 

Robert Denne 

Lorenzo di Bonaventura 

David Dinerstein 

Joshua Donen 
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Dennis Dugan 

Cassian Elwes 

Alison Emilio 

Robert Emmer 

Brad Epstein 

Britta Erickson 

Blye Faust 

Evelina Fernández 

Charlie Ferraro 

Susan Ferris 

Adam Fields 

Wendy Finerman 

John Flock 

Christopher Floyd 

Beau Flynn 

James Foley 

Brooke Ford 

Gary Foster 

Greg Foster 

Lucas Foster 

Anne Marie Fox 

Rob Fox 

Elizabeth Frank 

Jeffrey Freedman 

David Friendly 

Mark Frost 

Brad Fuller 

Antoine Fuqua 

Sean Furst 

Mathew Gilliat-Smith 

Todd Garner 

Donna Gigliotti 

Mark Gill 

Richard Gladstein 

Jonathan Glickman 

Wyck Godfrey 

Dave Goetsch  

Kevin Goetz 

Neil Goetz 
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Bernie Goldmann 

Josh Goldstein 

Norman Golightly 

Larry Golin 

Mark Gordon 

Don Granger 

Maggie Grant 

Peter Graves 

Melinda Gray 

Bonnie Greenberg 

Jeffrey Greenstein  

Lisa Guerrero 

Taylor Hackford 

Steven Haft 

Jennifer Halperin  

Marcy Hamilton 

Strath Hamilton 

Lisa Hammer 

Doug Hansen 

Renny Harlin 

Scott Harris 

James V. Hart 

John N. Hart Jr. 

Jere Hausfater 

Jordan Hawley 

Sabine Heinroth 

Lisa Henson 

Patricia Herskovic 

Marshall Herskovitz 

James G. Hirsch 

David Hoberman 

Matthias Hoene 

Michael Hoffman 

Vanessa Holtgrewe 

Gale Anne Hurd 

Gregg Hurwitz 

Katie Irish 

Jon Jashni 

Dan Jinks 

Mark Johnson 

Gil Junger 

Marilyn Kagan 

Adam Kanter 

Chaim Kantor 

Monella Kaplan 

Uwe Karbenk 

Molly Kasch 

Paul Kelmenson Latinus 

Christian Kennel 

Jordan Kerner 

C.J. Kettler 

Charles King 

Chloe King 

Janna King 

Richard Kletter 

Jason Kliot 

Timothy Knowlton 

Hawk Koch 

Adam Kolbrenner 

Geyer Kosinski 

Wendy Kout 

Wayne Kramer 

Tony Krantz 

Adam Krentzman 

Brad Krevoy 

Erik Kritzer 

John Krokidas 

Scott Kroopf 

David Kukoff 

David Ladd 

Tova Laiter 

Peter Lalonde 

David Larkin 

David Lassman 

Katherine Laupot 

Jay Lavender 

Andrew Lazar 

Hylton Lea 

Tim League 

Karrie League 

Michelle LeClair 

Roy Lee 

Mark Leibowitz 

Matt Leipzig 

Peter M. Lenkov 

Harry Lennix 

Avi Lerner 

Seth Levinson 

Todd Lieberman 

Hal Lieberman 

Tony Lipp 

Matt Loeb 

Michael London 

David Lonner 

Matthew Loze 

Gary Lucchesi 

John Lyons 

Jaeson Ma 

Anne-Marie MacKay 

Dan Mahoney 

Salvy Maleki 

Mike Marcus 

Laurence Mark 

Heidi Jo Markel 

Joe Matukewicz 

Ron Maxwell 

Mary Mazzio 

Kate McArdle 

Tyler McIntosh 

Bill Mechanic 

Michael Menchel 

Barry Mendel 

Michael Mendelsohn 

Victoria Metzger 
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Glenn Morgan 

Kathy Morgan 

Bobby Moses 

Staci Munic 

Stephen Nemeth 

Gil Netter 

Eric Newman 

Vincent Newman 

Amy Newmark 

Rick Nicita 

Ted Nicolaou 

Mike Nilon 

Marcus Nispel 

JJ Nugent 

Brian O'Shea 

Graham Oakes 

Jerry Offsay 

Jeffrey Okin 

Chris Ottinger 

Jason Owolabi 

Robert A. Papazian 

Jessica Pappas 

Hutch Parker 

Andy Paterson 

MJ Peckos 

John Penotti 

Ted Perkins 

David Permut 

Maggie Philips 

Gary Phillips 

Lou Pitt 

Amotz Plessner 

Mark Pogachefsky 

Jib Polhemus 

Jeff Pollack 

Gavin Polone 

Paul Presburger 

Dawn Prestwich 

Noah Pritzker 

John Ptak 

Peter Rafelson 

Samantha Ramirez-Herrera 

Greg Reeves 

Linda Reisman 

Rebecca Rhine  

Doug Richardson  

Alan Riche 

Doug Robinson 

Bobby Rock 

Nicole Rocklin 

Peter Rodger 

Lise Romanoff 

Bernard Rose 

Karen Rosenfelt 

Howard Rosenman 

Danny Rosett 

Linda Rosner 

Ann Roth 

Bill Rouhana 

Alan Rowe 

Claire Rudnick Polstein 

Morris Ruskin 

Nina Sadowsky 

David Samuelson 

Kamron Roth Saraye  

Robin Sax 

Edward Saxon 

David Schiff 

Thomas Schlamme 

Teddy Schwarzman 

Lloyd Segan 

Allison Segan 

Keri Selig 

Dominic Sena 

Robert Shapiro 

Jeffrey Sharp 

Stacey Sher   

Meyer Shwarzstein 

Joni Sighvatsson 

Allison Smartt  

Danny Smith 

Shaun Smith 

Blake Spears 

Nick Spicer 

Jill Sprecher 

Karen Sprecher 

Dustin Stanton 

Hannah Stanton  

Jay Stern 

Georgia Stitt 

Jason Starne  

David Styne 

Michael Sucsy 

Michael Sugar 

Julie Sultan 

Cathleen Summers 

Kurt Sutter 

Thane Swigart 

John Tarnoff 

Andrew R. Tennenbaum 

Bonnie Timmermann 

John Toll 

Bob Tourtellotte 

Corey Trent Ackerman 

Marty Tudor 

Jon Turteltaub 

Larry Turman 

Jared Underwood 

David Unger 

Staci Valentine  

Peter Veverka 

Hunter Via 

Michèle Vice-Maslin 

Joana Vicente 
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Ruth Vitale 

Ariel Vromen 

Robert B. Weide 

Chris Weitz 

Peter Weller 

Nick Weschler 

Brad Weston  

Pat White 

Brett Williams 

Levi Wilson  

Doug Wright 

Sophie Xu 

Janet Yang 

Tami Yellin 

Jonathan Yunger 

Jamie Zelermyer  

Lulu Zezza 

Donald Zuckerman 

Edward Zwick 
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