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January	
  9,	
  2015	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
The	
  Honorable	
  Patrick	
  Leahy	
  
437	
  Russell	
  Senate	
  Building	
  
United	
  States	
  Senate	
  
Washington,	
  DC	
  20510	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Senator	
  Leahy,	
  
	
  
On	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  CreativeFuture	
  coalition,	
  we	
  are	
  writing	
  to	
  thank	
  you	
  for	
  your	
  leadership	
  in	
  urging	
  the	
  
credit	
   card	
   industry	
   to	
   implement	
   voluntary	
   steps	
   that	
   can	
   prevent	
   their	
   services	
   from	
  being	
   used	
   to	
  
enable	
  the	
  online	
  theft	
  of	
  creative	
  works.	
  	
  
	
  
CreativeFuture	
   is	
  a	
  coalition	
  made	
  up	
  of	
  more	
  than	
  350	
  companies	
  and	
  organizations	
  –	
  encompassing	
  
film,	
   television,	
  music,	
   and	
   book	
   publishing	
   –	
   that	
   promotes	
   the	
   value	
   of	
   creativity,	
   expanded	
   digital	
  
access	
   to	
   legitimate	
  content,	
  and	
  the	
   fundamental	
   right	
  of	
  creators	
   to	
  determine	
  how	
  their	
  works	
  are	
  
distributed.	
  
	
  
We	
  agree	
  with	
  what	
  you	
  wrote	
  in	
  your	
  November	
  25	
  letter	
  to	
  the	
  CEOs	
  of	
  major	
  credit	
  card	
  companies:	
  
that	
  existing	
  policies	
  employed	
  by	
  these	
  credit	
  card	
  companies	
  are	
  insufficient.	
  A	
  recent	
  study	
  released	
  
by	
  NetNames	
   and	
   the	
  Digital	
   Citizens	
  Alliance,	
   “Behind	
   the	
  Cyberlocker	
  Door,”	
   found	
   that	
   the	
   top	
   30	
  
cyberlocker	
  sites	
  made	
  nearly	
  $100	
  million	
  in	
  revenue	
  in	
  the	
  last	
  year,	
  from	
  advertising	
  and	
  subscription	
  
payments	
   processed	
   by	
   major	
   credit	
   card	
   companies.	
   We	
   applaud	
   you	
   for	
   highlighting	
   the	
   adverse	
  
impact	
   on	
   artists	
   and	
   creators	
   caused	
   by	
   allowing	
   websites	
   that	
   host	
   and	
   incentivize	
   unauthorized	
  
content	
  to	
  operate	
  like	
  legitimate	
  businesses.	
  
	
  
We	
  further	
  agree	
  that	
  the	
  voluntary	
  actions	
  you	
  urge	
  the	
  credit	
  card	
  industry	
  to	
  adopt	
  can	
  help	
  reduce	
  
online	
   piracy	
   –	
   to	
   the	
   benefit	
   of	
   individual	
   creators	
   and	
   our	
   creative	
   economy.	
   As	
   you	
  wrote	
   in	
   your	
  
letter,	
   illegitimate	
   enterprises	
   that	
   profit	
   from	
   the	
   theft	
   of	
   creative	
   works	
   undermine	
   the	
   lawful,	
  
innovative	
  digital	
  distribution	
  services	
  that	
  have	
  flourished	
  in	
  recent	
  years.	
  
	
  
We	
  are	
  hopeful	
   that	
   credit	
   card	
   companies	
  will	
  heed	
  your	
  advice	
  and	
  choose	
   to	
   take	
   the	
  appropriate	
  
steps	
   to	
   prevent	
   their	
   business	
   models	
   from	
   supporting	
   websites	
   that	
   are	
   dedicated	
   to	
   the	
   theft	
   of	
  
creative	
  works.	
  
	
  
We	
  know	
  that	
  these	
  voluntary	
  actions	
  can	
  achieve	
  results.	
  The	
  payment	
  processing	
  service	
  PayPal,	
   for	
  
example,	
  has	
  instituted	
  a	
  pre-­‐approval	
  requirement	
  for	
  merchants	
  accepting	
  payments	
  for	
  file	
  sharing.	
  
As	
   you	
   know,	
   the	
   NetNames	
   and	
   Digital	
   Citizens	
   Alliance	
   study	
   revealed	
   that	
   PayPal’s	
   pre-­‐approval	
  
requirement	
   has	
   been	
   largely	
   effective.	
   We	
   thank	
   PayPal	
   for	
   the	
   progress	
   it	
   has	
   made	
   –	
   and	
   we	
  
encourage	
  other	
  payment	
  processors	
  to	
  follow	
  PayPal’s	
  lead.	
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As	
  a	
  creative	
  community,	
  CreativeFuture	
  advocates	
  for	
  policies	
  and	
  solutions	
  that	
  can	
  stop	
  the	
  flow	
  of	
  
money	
   to	
   pirate	
   site	
   operators.	
   This	
   requires	
   increased	
   cooperation	
   from	
   all	
   responsible	
   players	
   that	
  
make	
  up	
  the	
  Internet	
  ecosystem,	
  including	
  credit	
  card	
  companies.	
  We	
  have	
  already	
  received	
  a	
  positive	
  
response	
  from	
  representatives	
  of	
   the	
  advertising	
  community	
  –	
  and	
  hope	
  to	
  see	
  a	
  similar	
  commitment	
  
from	
  the	
  credit	
  card	
  industry.	
  
	
  
Again,	
  we	
  applaud	
  your	
  leadership	
  on	
  this	
  matter.	
  
	
  
On	
  behalf	
  of	
  CreativeFuture	
  and	
  our	
  creative	
  community,	
  
	
  
Eli	
  Attie	
  
Steve	
  Baldikoski	
  
Peter	
  Baxter	
  
Dion	
  Beebe	
  
Jessica	
  Bendinger	
  
Alec	
  Berg	
  
Albert	
  Berger	
  
Cary	
  Bickley	
  
Marty	
  Bowen	
  
Paul	
  Brooks	
  
Darrell	
  Brown	
  
Allison	
  Burnett	
  
T.	
  Bone	
  Burnett	
  
Anne	
  Chaisson	
  
Justin	
  Chambers	
  
Nicolas	
  Chartier	
  
Tena	
  Clark	
  
Hayden	
  Clement	
  
Bruce	
  Cohen	
  
Bill	
  Condon	
  
Steve	
  Cooper	
  
Bronwyn	
  Cosgrave	
  
Mark	
  Damon	
  
Jonathan	
  Dana	
  
Rachel	
  Davidson	
  
Martha	
  De	
  Laurentiis	
  
Catherine	
  Dent	
  
Dennis	
  Dugan	
  
Bill	
  Duke	
  
Cassian	
  Elwes	
  
Wendy	
  Finerman	
  
James	
  Foley	
  

Gary	
  Foster	
  
Cedering	
  Fox	
  
Richard	
  Gladstein	
  
Wyck	
  Godfrey	
  
Dave	
  Goetsch	
  
Kevin	
  Goetz	
  
Neil	
  Goetz	
  
Josh	
  Goldstein	
  
Mark	
  Gordon	
  
Janet	
  Grillo	
  
Taylor	
  Hackford	
  
J.	
  Todd	
  Harris	
  
Mary	
  Harron	
  
Jim	
  Hart	
  
John	
  Hart	
  
Lisa	
  Henson	
  
Marshall	
  Herskovitz	
  
Ted	
  Hope	
  
Lynette	
  Howell	
  
Gale	
  Anne	
  Hurd	
  
Hayes	
  Jackson	
  
Richie	
  Jackson	
  
Dan	
  Jinks	
  
Gil	
  Junger	
  
Ken	
  Kamins	
  
Tony	
  Kaye	
  
Callie	
  Khouri	
  
Jay	
  Kleckner	
  
Timothy	
  F.	
  Knowlton	
  
Hawk	
  Koch	
  
Pam	
  Koffler	
  
Scott	
  Kroopf	
  

Susan	
  B.	
  Landau	
  
Adam	
  Lazarre-­‐White	
  
Tim	
  League	
  
Peter	
  Lenkov	
  
Avi	
  Lerner	
  
Michael	
  London	
  
Rob	
  Long	
  
Donald	
  Martin	
  
Craig	
  Mazin	
  
Chris	
  Meledandri	
  
Stephen	
  Nemeth	
  
Rick	
  Nicita	
  
Alison	
  Owen	
  
Jamie	
  Patricof	
  
Zak	
  Penn	
  
Tim	
  Perrell	
  
Gavin	
  Polone	
  
Amy	
  Powers	
  
Dawn	
  Prestwich	
  
Keri	
  Putnam	
  
Nancy	
  Redford	
  
Paul	
  Redford	
  
Sara	
  Risher	
  
Richard	
  Rosenstock	
  
Teddy	
  Schwarzman	
  
Lloyd	
  Segan	
  
Dominic	
  Sena	
  
Jeff	
  Sharp	
  
Michelle	
  Shocked	
  
Joni	
  Sighvatsson	
  
Dustin	
  Stanton	
  
Jay	
  Stern	
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Dana	
  Stevens	
  
Kurt	
  Sutter	
  
Dendrie	
  Taylor	
  
Andrew	
  Tennenbaum	
  
Betsy	
  Thomas	
  
Rawson	
  Marshall	
  Thurber	
  
Michael	
  Tronick	
  

Alex	
  Tse	
  
Jon	
  Turtletaub	
  
Christine	
  Vachon	
  
Jeff	
  Vespa	
  
Joana	
  Vicente	
  
Ruth	
  Vitale	
  
Robert	
  Weide	
  

Chris	
  Weitz	
  
Adrian	
  Wenner	
  
Janet	
  Yang	
  
Ron	
  Yerxa	
  
Graham	
  Yost	
  
J.D.	
  Zeik	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
cc:	
  The	
  Honorable	
  Chuck	
  Grassley	
  
	
  
















