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March!10,!2015!
!
!
!
Dear!Members!of!Congress,!
!
We!are!members!of! the!creative!community.!While!our!political!views!are!diverse,!as!creatives,! there!
are!a!few!core!principles!on!which!we!can!all!agree.!We!appreciate!the!opportunity!to!share!our!views!
with!the!114th!Congress.!
!
We#embrace#the#internet#as#a#powerful#democratizing#force#for#our#world#and#for#creative#industries.#
We! recognize! its! ability! to! inspire! positive! change! and! improve! lives.! In! our! creative! industries,! the!
internet! has! helped! to! advance! creativity! by! removing! barriers! to! entry! for! newcomers,! fostering! a!
dialogue!with!fans!and!audiences,!and!providing!numerous!additional!ways!to!reach!them.!The!internet!
holds!great!potential!to!expand!creativity!and!free!expression.!
!
We# embrace# a# strong# copyright# system# that# rewards# creativity# and# promotes# a# healthy# creative#
economy.!The!internet!is!a!revolutionary!platform!that!connects!the!world.!The!incredible!cultural!and!
economic!value!that! it!delivers!to!billions!of!users! is!based!in!very! large!part!on!the!efforts!of!creative!
content! makers! whose! livelihoods! depend! on! being! compensated! for! their! efforts.! Technology!
companies!are!making!massive!profits! from!creatives’! contributions! to! the! internet’s! growth.! It! is!not!
too!much!to!ask!that!content!creators!should!be!compensated!for!the!value!they!bring.!!
!
We#proudly#assert#that#copyright#promotes#and#protects#free#speech.#Freedom!of!speech!and!freedom!
of!expression!go!hand! in!hand!with! the! freedom! to! create!and! to!preserve! the!value!and! integrity!of!
what!one!creates.!The!copyright!clause!of!the!Constitution!is!not!in!conflict!with!the!First!Amendment.!
To!creative!people,!selfJexpression!is!deeply!personal.! It! is!at!the!heart!of!everything!creatives!do.!We!
view!any!effort!to!diminish!the!rights!of!creatives!in!the!name!of!“free!speech”!as!cynical!and!dishonest.!!
!
Copyright# should#protect# creatives# from#those#who#would#use# the# internet# to#undermine#creativity.!
The!internet!can!be!a!great!tool!for!creatives,!just!as!it!can!be!a!tool!for!science,!education,!health!care,!
and! many! other! disciplines.! However,! when! misused,! it! can! harm! creativity! and! stifle! freedom! of!
expression.! President! Obama,! who! has! consistently! advocated! for! a! free! and! open! internet,!
acknowledged! at! Stanford! last! month,! "It's! one! of! the! great! paradoxes! of! our! time! that! the! very!
technologies! that! empower! us! to! do! great! good! can! also! be! used! to! undermine! us! and! inflict! great!
harm."! Pirate! site! operators! who! profit! from! stolen! creative! works! with! impunity! are! one! obvious!
example!of!the!latter.!
#
Creatives# must# be# part# of# the# conversation# and# stand# up# for# creativity.# Some! organizations! and!
advocates,! who! in! many! cases! are! funded! by! technology! companies,! repeatedly! claim! to! be! proJ
creatives! and! proJaudience! to!mask! their! own! selfJserving! agenda.! They! denigrate! or! block! effective!
efforts!to!preserve!and!promote!creative!content,!including!enforcement!of!existing!laws!and!voluntary!
industry!initiatives.!The!creative!community!is!rightfully!wary!of!any!company!or!organization!that!claims!
to!be!"against!piracy"!when!their!actions!do!not!match!their!words.!!
!
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There! is! no! “left”! or! “right”! when! it! comes! to! respecting! copyright.! The! creative! community! stands!
united! in! support! of! a! copyright! system! that! has!made! and! continues! to!make! the!United! States! the!
global! leader! in!the!creative!arts!and!the!global!paradigm!for! free!expression.!Our!copyright!system!is!
not!perfect!but,! like!democracy,! it! is!better!than!the!alternatives.! It!works.!We!urge!Congress!to!resist!
attempts!to!erode!the!right!of!creatives!to!determine!when!and!how!they!share!their!works!in!the!global!
marketplace.!!
!
Thank!you!for!the!opportunity!to!contribute!our!views.!

Kate!Abernathy!
David!Akins!
Bill!Allen!
Gilbert!Alloul!
Hilton!Als!
Marilyn!Atlas!
Eli!Attie!
Jonathan!Bader!
Steve!Baldikoski!
Mark!Balsam!
Carol!Baum!
Peter!Baxter!
Jason!Beck!
Dion!Beebe!
Jessica!Bendinger!
Alec!Berg!
Albert!Berger!
Shari!Springer!Berman!
Cary!Bickley!
Tony!Bill!
Julia!Bloch!
Robert!Bookman!
Bill!Borden!
Marty!Bowen!
Paul!Brooks!
Darrell!Brown!
Erin!Burnbridge!
Allison!Burnett!
T!Bone!Burnett!
Virginia!Canfield!
Anne!Chaisson!
Justin!Chambers!
Ruth!Charny!

Nicolas!Chartier!
Tena!Clark!
Hayden!Clement!
Christopher!Cleveland!
Bruce!Cohen!
Ted!Cohen!
Nancy!Collet!
Jan!F.!Constantine!
Steve!Cooper!
Cindy!Cowan!
Pat!Crowley!
Caitlin!Dahl!
Melinda!Dahl!
Mark!Damon!
Jonathan!Dana!
Annette!Davey!
Rachel!Davidson!
Jonathan!Dayton!
Martha!De!Laurentiis!
Deborah!Del!Prete!
Pen!Densham!
Catherine!Dent!
Myriam!Despujoulets!
Joann!DiBuono!
Danny!Dimbort!
Kate!DiMento!
David!Dinerstein!
Samuel!Douek!
Dennis!Dugan!
Michael!Duggan!
Bill!Duke!
Russ!Duncan!
Guy!East!

Sarah!Eaton!
Peter!Eliasberg!
Cassian!Elwes!
Alison!Emilio!
Robert!Emmer!
Susan!Emmer!
Jacob!Estes!
Valerie!Faris!
Katherine!Fausset!
Paul!Federbush!
Jason!Felts!
Susan!Ferris!
Adam!Fields!
Jordan!Fields!
Wendy!Finerman!
Natalie!Fischer!
Kerthy!Fix!
Richard!Foos!
Brooke!Ford!
Gary!Foster!
Cedering!Fox!
Elizabeth!Frank!
Cecilia!Friederichs!
Daryl!P.!Friedman!
Coryander!Friend!
David!Friendly!
Bradley!Gallo!
Sid!Ganis!
Henny!Garfunkel!
Shannon!Gaulding!
Lori!Getz!
Mark!Gill!
Darrien!Gipson!
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Richard!Gladstein!
Patricia!Glaser!
Ed!Glass!
David!Glasser!
Wyck!Godfrey!
Dave!Goetsch!
Kevin!Goetz!
Neil!Goetz!
Josh!Goldstein!
Julie!Goldstein!
Joe!Goodman!
Keith!Gordon!
Mark!Gordon!
Carolyn!Govers!
Peter!Graves!
Dan!Green!
Jeffrey!Greenstein!
Janet!Grillo!
Taylor!Hackford!
James!Hacking!
Marc!Halperin!
Marla!Halperin!
Renny!Harlin!
J.!Todd!Harris!
Mary!Harron!
John!Hart!
Jere!Hausfater!
Michael!A.!Helfant!
Doug!Hensen!
Lisa!Henson!
Bel!Hernandez!
John!Hersker!
Marshall!Herskovitz!
Paul!Hertzberg!
James!Hirsch!
Michael!Hoffman!
Marc!Hofstatter!
Michael!Hogan!
Joanne!Horowitz!
Lynette!Howell!
Alan!Iezman!
Michael!A.!Jackman!

Hayes!Jackson!
Richie!Jackson!
Jenny!Jacobi!
Stephen!Jacoby!
Dan!Jinks!
Gil!Junger!
Ken!Kamins!
Tony!Kaye!
Michael!Kelly!
Jordan!Kerner!
CJ!Kettler!
Callie!Khouri!
Chloe!King!
Sam!Kitt!
Jay!Kleckner!
Timothy!F.!Knowlton!
Hawk!Koch!
Pamela!Koffler!
Marian!KoltaiJLevine!
David!Koplan!
Adam!Krentzman!
Brad!Krevoy!
John!Krokidas!
Scott!Kroopf!
Bob!Kushell!
David!Ladd!
Susan!B.!Landau!
Jennifer!Lane!
David!Larkin!
Joe!Lawson!
Tracie!Laymon!
Adam!LazarreJWhite!
Karrie!League!
Tim!League!
Adrian!Lee!
Spike!Lee!
Adam!Leipzig!
Kasi!Lemmons!
Peter!Lenkov!
Avi!Lerner!
Mitch!Levine!
Kevin!Lezak!

Todd!Lieberman!
Jeff!Lipsky!
Ellen!Little!!
Robbie!Little!
Matthew!D.!Loeb!
Michael!London!
Rob!Long!
David!Lonner!
John!Lyons!
Bill!Macdonald!
Mike!MacMillan!
Mike!Marcus!
Susan!Margolin!
Sean!Marks!
Donald!Martin!
Craig!Mazin!
Valerie!McCaffrey!
David!McIntosh!
Yael!Melamede!
Chris!Meledandri!
Michael!Menchel!
Barry!Mendel!
Christian!Meoli!
Christian!Mercuri!
Nicole!Miller!
Christian!Moerk!
Princess!Monique!
Kathy!Morgan!!
Jo!Moulton!
Carl!Mulert!
Kiersten!Myers!
Diane!Nabatoff!
Stephen!Nemeth!
Beverly!Nero!
Daniele!Neuharth!
Rick!Nicita!
Marcus!Nispel!
David!O'Farrell!
Brian!O'Shea!
Jerry!Offsay!
Verónica!OrtizJCalderón!
Alison!Owen!
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Andrew!Oyaas!
Robert!Papazian!

Luke!Parker!Bowles!
Andy!Paterson!

Jamie!Patricof!
MJ!Peckos!

Zak!Penn!
Dinah!Perez!

David!Permut!
Tim!Perrell!

Carolyn!Pfeiffer!
Pamela!Pickering!

Marguerite!Pigott!
Lou!Pitt!

Mark!Pogachefsky!
Fredell!Pogodin!

Gavin!Polone!
Amy!Powers!

Dawn!Prestwich!
Jean!Prewitt!

Noah!Pritzker!
John!Ptak!

Robert!Pulcini!
Keri!Putnam!

Carol!Quinn!
Kashan!Ramahn!

Mickey!Rapkin!
Mary!Rasenberger!

Celine!Rattray!
Nancy!Redford!

Paul!Redford!
Andrew!Reich!

Linda!Reisman!
Lindsay!Richardson!

Sara!Risher!
JB!Roberts!

Doug!Robinson!
Lise!Romanoff!

Richard!Rosenstock!
Phil!Rosenthal!

Danny!Rosett!
Eric!Roth!

Jay!Roth!
Bill!Rouhana!

Morris!Ruskin!
Nina!Sadowsky!

Kent!Sanderson!
Ted!Schachter!

Julian!Schlossberg!
Peter!Schube!

Teddy!Schwarzman!
Robert!Score!

Lloyd!Segan!
Andrea!Seigel!

Dominic!Sena!
Josh!Shader!

Michael!Shamberg!
Robert!Shapiro!

Jeff!Sharp!
Meyer!Shwarzstein!

Michelle!Shwarzstein!
Joni!Sighvatsson!

Nigel!Sinclair!
Julie!Sisk!

Martha!Smith!
Paul!Alan!Smith!

Jill!Sprecher!
Karen!Sprecher!

Rachael!Stanley!
Dustin!Stanton!

Robert!L.!Stein!
Ellen!Steloff!

Dasha!Sterlikova!
Jay!Stern!

Gary!Stiffelman!
Karen!Stuart!

David!Styne!
Michael!Sucsy!

Nicole!Sullivan!
Galen!Summer!

Cathleen!Summers!
Kurt!Sutter!

Jonathan!Taplin!
John!Tarnoff!

Claire!Taylor!
Dendrie!Taylor!

Graham!Taylor!
Michael!Taylor!

Michele!Tedlis!Sorbo!
Andrew!R.!Tennenbaum!

Kenji!Thielstrom!
Andrew!Thomas!

Anne!Thomopoulos!
Alison!Thompson!

Rawson!Marshall!Thurber!
Andrew!Tiedemann!

Jennifer!Todd!
Gary!Toebben!

Michael!Tronick!
Alex!Tse!

Larry!Turman!
Jon!Turtletaub!

Barbara!Twist!
Harry!J.!Ufland!

Jared!Underwood!
Christine!Vachon!

Jeff!Vespa!
Linda!VidettiJFigueiredo!

Ruth!Vitale!
John!Walsh!

Faye!Ward!
John!Warren!

John!Waters!
Robert!Weide!

Matthew!Weiner!
Harvey!Weinstein!

Neal!Weisman!
Chris!Weitz!

Amanda!Welles!
Ron!West!

Erica!Westheimer!
Fred!Westheimer!

David!P.!White!
Patricia!White!

Kamy!Wicoff!
Brett!Williams!
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Denise!Wingate!
Eden!Wurmfeld!
Ron!Yerxa!
Art!Yoon!

Graham!Yost!
Jonathan!Yunger!
Inaya!Yusuf!
Alex!Zamm!

J.D.!Zeik!
Jamie!Zelermyer!
Ken!Ziffren!
Donald!Zuckerman!

!


